
 

 

 

 

 

Plants, such as cacti,  are 

adapted for conditions in the 

desert: 

 Shallow / wide roots to 

gather as much water 

as possible 

 Small leaves 

 Succulents store water 

in the stem 

 Thick, waxy coating to 

prevent excess water 

loss 

 Spines/toxins to deter 

animals 

 

  
 

 

Key Knowledge: 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

desert A region with very little rainfall ( less than 25cm /year) 

precipitation Rainfall 

latitude Distance North or South of the Equator 

longitude 
Distance East or West from Prime Meridian( Greenwich, 

England ) 

cartography The production of maps 

topography Detailed mapping of the features of a small area 

transpiration Loss of water from vegetation into the atmosphere 

evaporation Changes water into water vapour 

biome 

Naturally occurring areas with similar landscapes and 

climates where similar organisms are found. Eg. 

forest,desert 

desertification 
When land gradually changes into a desert, usually 

because of extreme climate change 

 Do you remember? 

The water cycle from science? 

 

 


